
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
26 March 2020 
 

Remote Learning Trial and MacKillop updates 
 
Dear students, parents and carers, 
 
Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the many, many messages of affirmation, felicitation, and of constructive 
feedback from parents, carers, and students. The suggestions of a constructive and innovative nature have been 
particularly welcomed. 
 
The College is now ready to trial Remote Learning from Friday 27 March. This will be a step away from online 
learning and will see a greater interactive relationship between students and their teachers and more dynamic 
resources. 
 
This is a trial. 
 
There will be some issues of connectivity, chunking of learning material, access to resources, and perhaps some 
frustration around questioning exactly what is required of a student. I acknowledge that this will be part of the 
next several days. 
 
For students who experience a downside to this trial, I would encourage them not to feel stressed or anxious. The 
College is seeking feedback to further enhance this experience into the future and students are encouraged to 
approach this with our expectation that this is new and they can only do their best. Feedback can be provided 
directly to Mrs Leisa Bryson (Administrator, Student Records) at leisa.bryson@mackillop.act.edu.au, who will 
compile feedback and forward it to IT, Curriculum, and Pastoral Care. 
 
If there are problems, please let us know. 
 
Key message to students 
What matters in the next few days is that students navigate learning intentions, content, and resources; that they 
become familiar with this style of learning and seek advice about the pace they need to adopt to progress their 
learning.  
 
Things to consider 

• Time in front of screen 
• Exercise and diversion 
• Familiarisation and feedback as opposed to frustration and loss of engagement 

 
Posted on Canvas are four folders that are key to this Remote Learning trial: 

• Unit Outline and Assessment Tasks 
• Classwork and Activities 

• Resources 

• Homework (obviously to be reviewed!) 
 
Each of these folders should be valuable to you. Your lessons will be found in the Classwork and Activities folder. 
 
For parents seeking to fully engage with their child’s Remote Learning Trial, please explore the materials in the 
Unit Outline and Assessment Tasks folder. Some significant modification is evolving here.  
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Into the future, the College will be trialling some year meetings, campus assemblies, and other community-based 
interaction to promote connectivity and to combat isolation. 
 
Students needing to come to school 
For students needing to come to school, Remote Learning can be undertaken at MacKillop. There has been some 
mixed messaging about students coming to school in the media and across sectors. Whilst families are encouraged 
to keep their children at home, there are families who are unable to provide supervision for their children and 
have other reasons to have their children at school. We will provide supervision and support along with hygiene, 
sanitation, and social distancing.  
 
Pastoral Care 
The Pastoral Care attachment sent with this letter provides suggestions for health and wellbeing of students. 
 
School Fees 
Given that this email is addressed to students and families, a separate email regarding school fees will be sent to 
parents and carers tomorrow. The College is working with Catholic Education to bring clarity to the support for 
families within each of the Archdiocesan system schools. 
 
Thank you to families who have submitted applications for fee remission. These are being processed.  
 
In conclusion 
This is no ordinary time for any of you or for us. The College is marshalling all its resources towards the 
development of Remote Learning of high quality. This is being led by very good teachers and support staff. Whilst 
we are not “there yet”, your feedback will help us enhance this experience for students. 
 
I would like to extend my prayers and best wishes to each of you and your families and friends in these challenging 
times. 
 
Yours sincerely in St Mary MacKillop, 

 
Michael Lee 
College Principal 


