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YEAR 7 2021 PRACTICAL  

MUSIC PROGRAM 
 

Welcome to the Year 7 Practical Music Program at St Mary MacKillop College. The concentration 
and application required in the learning of an instrument have been shown to enhance a student’s 
academic ability in a wide range of key learning areas.  
 
In Year 7 all students are given the opportunity to engage in playing an instrument in an ensemble. 
This gives our students practical music skills whilst learning first-hand the value of performing in an 
ensemble, following a conductor and reading from a common score.  
 

Overview 
 
The Year 7 Practical Music Program is an exciting and practical way of learning about music. 
Lessons take place during classroom performing arts lessons for one semester. At the beginning of 
the course, students are given a demonstration of instruments and are able to choose from a large 
selection of common ensemble instruments. There is no cost for the program, however it is 
recommended that students choosing to participate in a guitar ensemble have an instrument at 
home to practice. It is an expectation that students consider the acquisition of instrumental skills an 
important part of their homework obligation. Parents are asked to support the program by providing 
students with encouragement and a quiet area to practice. At the end of the semester, family and 
friends will be treated to a celebration concert to demonstrate the new musical skills and ensemble 
achievements. 
 

Parent Commitment 
 
Practicing an instrument at home can provide other family members with great opportunities to 
share in the learning process. Playing along on another instrument, providing positive feedback or 
simply listening with enjoyment are all great ways to positively reinforce your child’s new skills.  
 
Parents are asked to support the program by providing: 

● Encouragement 
● A quiet area in which to practise, preferably with a music stand 
● A safe place to keep the instrument at home 
● Organisational reminders (to bring instrument to school!) 

 
Student Commitment 
Students are expected to make the most of their time in the Practical Music Program by: 

● Practising regularly; smaller regular practise sessions are more beneficial. Usually 15 minutes 
several times a week is recommended 

● Ensuring they arrive at each lesson fully prepared and equipped 



 
 

 

 

 

 

● Caring for their instrument, using the correct equipment and techniques (consult either the 
tutor book, class teacher or instrumental teacher) 

● Ensuring any damage to an instrument is reported to the teacher immediately 
● Participating in all tuition and classroom music activities with enthusiasm 

 

Loan Agreement Information 
 

If your child will be loaning a wind instrument, you will be asked to complete an Instrument Loan 
Agreement Form prior to commencing the program. Guitars are available to play in the classroom, 
but not available for students to take home on loan.  The instruments loaned to students are either 
owned by Saint Mary MacKillop College or acquired through an external provider. The duration of 
the Year 7 Practical Music Program is two terms (one semester) and the instrument loans apply for 
the same period. The loan is subject to the following conditions: 
 

● All instruments supplied must be returned to Saint Mary MacKillop College when the student 
leaves the program 

● The instrument is to be returned, upon request at any time for inspection, repair and 
adjustment or for any other cause 

● The instrument is to be used by the student to whom it is loaned and by no other person 
● Every care and attention must be given to the instrument during the period of the loan 
● In the event of loss or damage, the matter must be reported to the College immediately 
● Parents/guardians will be responsible for the maintenance and safekeeping of any 

instrument loaned by their children. Therefore, parents/guardians will be solely responsible 
for any cost incurred for damage or replacement of lost instruments. Please check with your 
own insurers as these risks may be able to be minimised through existing personal Home 
Contents Insurance.  
 

Private Instrumental Music Lessons 
 

Private instrumental lessons are available at the College and all students in Year 7 are encouraged 
to access this, particularly at the end of the Practical Music Program. Individual and group lessons 
are available and offered at an additional cost which is billed directly by the instrumental teacher. 
All private lessons are 30 minutes and held during school time on a rotating schedule. Further 
information and lesson application forms are available from your music teacher or the front office. 
 

Students Who Already Play an Instrument 
 
For those students who are already learning an instrument, the Year 7 Practical Music Program 
offers them the opportunity to learn something new. Choosing a different instrument can be a lot of 
fun and reinforces skills and concepts already learned as well as affording the student another 
experience of participating in an ensemble setting.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 7 students who already have instrumental or vocal experience are encouraged to consider 
joining a College ensemble. These include: 

• String Ensemble – violin, viola, ‘cello, double bass 
• Vocal Ensemble – for all singers 
• Concert Band – brass, woodwind and percussion players 
• Advanced Wind Ensemble – for brass and woodwind players who are Grade 4+ standard 

 

Finally… 
 
The St Mary MacKillop music staff are looking forward to meeting you and your children as they 
commence their new and exciting educational journey. Immersion in the Year 7 Practical Music 
Program offers your child the opportunity to experience the joy of learning an instrument and 
performing with an ensemble. The hope is that they will choose to continue to learn their chosen 
instrument for the remainder of their schooling, and indeed life! 
 
For any further information about Music at MacKillop, contact Veronica Boulton: 
veronica.boulton@mackillop.act.edu.au 
  


