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Principal’s Prayer
Loving God, 

This Lent, help us to grow in kindness, forgiveness, and love. Teach us to make a difference in the 
world by sharing Your hope and light. Amen.

Principal’s Letter.

Dear families and friends,

The Season of Lent
We celebrated two significant liturgical occasions last week with Ash Wednesday, which marked the beginning of the Church’s season 
of Lent, and our Opening College Mass. 

Staff and students gathered for an Ash Wednesday liturgy at Padua and St Peter’s campuses to reflect on this most important time 
in the Church’s calendar. Praying as a community at this time supports students’ understanding of the Catholic Tradition and the 
significance of this liturgical season. The marking of the Ashes on our foreheads is a public expression of our faith and repentance. 

Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Through prayer we come closer to God so that we are better able to realise our 
baptismal promise to live justly as Jesus teaches us. Fasting joins us in solidarity with people experiencing poverty, who often have no 
choice but to go without the basic human needs. Sharing what we have, or ‘almsgiving’, is a sign of our commitment to justice and our 
thanks for all that God has given us. 

Our Opening College Mass was an extraordinary experience for me, and I believe it was the same for all students and staff who are new 
to MacKillop. Witnessing 2,300 people gathered in one space, united in faith and community to celebrate Mass, was both unique and 
deeply prayerful. The atmosphere of reverence and solidarity reflected the strong sense of belonging and shared purpose that defines 
our College community. 

Congratulations 
Our Honours Assembly for Year 11, 2025 award recipients was held on Tuesday. Our 2025 Dux of Year 12, Alexander Kwiatkowski, was 
also presented with MacKillop’s perpetual trophy, having achieved an ATAR of 99.90. An extraordinary result! 

The Assembly was a celebration of the rewards that come with effort – it’s about recognising success and the journey it takes to get 
there! At MacKillop, we often speak about the importance of work ethic, perseverance, and determination in becoming the best version 
of ourselves. The recognition given to our award recipients is a testament to the power of giving more of yourself. These students have 
prioritised their learning, demonstrated leadership in their own development, and committed themselves to helping others - and for that, 
we say – congratulations!

MacKillop Swimming Carnival
What an impressive day! Seeing so many students in attendance and actively involved was quite spectacular. It was heartening to see 
such a strong sense of school spirit and community throughout the event - second to none! Congratulations to our House Captains, 
students and staff. I can see why the Swimming Carnival is such a highlight. I thank all involved for adding to the quality of this event. 
There was a great vibe, and the day was thoroughly enjoyed by all!

Continued on the following page  
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Principal’s Letter.

Safeguarding our students 
As Principal, I am often asked what it is that sets our Catholic 
schools apart from others. Undoubtedly, it is the wrap around care 
we provide, known as Pastoral Care in our Catholic context. This 
is reflected in all aspects of college life. When students feel seen, 
valued, and supported by trusted adults they flourish. Their personal 
wellbeing is paramount to their academic achievements.

The safeguarding of our students is the top priority of our schools 
and the Catholic Education Office.

Safeguarding is a term used to describe the protection of and 
human rights of vulnerable people. This may be due to their age, 
culture or trauma background, or they may be at risk of abuse, 
neglect or exploitation.

Catholic Education Canberra and Goulburn is committed to complying with Child Safe Standards and keeping children safe in all 
schools. We have adopted the Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn Child Safeguarding Commitment.

Our safeguarding approach
Our approach to child safeguarding is outlined in our Child Safety Policy. This policy includes the CECG Commitment Statement, the 
many aspects of child safety, how we ensure young people are safe, and our compliance with the Child Safe Standards.

Our approach to child safety may be visualised as a ‘web’ or curriculum, with many aspects linking together to contribute to its strength. 
As a child safe organisation, we strive to understand and follow our legal obligations, use contemporary safeguarding practices and 
involve all stakeholders – particularly children and families – in safeguarding functions.

For further information, please access the College website and Catholic Education website.

Next week, I will be attending the annual Principals’ Retreat in Bowral from Wednesday 4 March to Friday 6 March. Mr Lachlan 
McNicol will be Acting College Principal in my absence.

For families new to MacKillop, our College newsletter is published four times each term. You will receive the newsletter in Weeks 1, 4, 7, 
and 10. Term 1 this year is a nine-week term, so our final newsletter for this term will be published in Week 7.

With respect and encouragement to you,

Jacqueline Heffernan • Principal
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What's Been
Happening
The Opening Mass
The MacKillop community gathered to celebrate the beginning of the 
academic year at the 2026 Opening Mass on Friday 20 February.

The 2,300 students and staff of MacKillop were joined in Eucharist at 
the Tuggeranong Basketball Stadium by representatives of Catholic 
Education, students and teachers from several schools, parents, local 
politicians, members of the College Community Council, and a number of 
past students and staff members. 

The Mass was celebrated by College Chaplain Fr Simon Falk, who was 
joined by his assistant priest from the Corpus Christi Parish, Fr Mark Ha.

The event also included a special blessing for our new College Principal, 
Mrs Jacqui Heffernan, as well as the College’s new Year 7 students.

As usual, the choir and musicians helped to create a special 
atmosphere and helped transform the basketball stadium 
into a place of reflection and prayer.

The College thanks Mrs Crystal Wilkes, the Liturgy and 
Mission Coordinator, for her leadership and organisation 
of the Mass. Congratulations also to the large team who 
created such a deeply moving community celebration 
of Eucharist, and to the students for the reverence and 
prayerful presence they brought to the occasion.
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What's Been
Happening

The Swimming Carnival
Congratulations to Meup Meup and Ngadyung who emerged victorious at 
the College Swimming Carnival, which was held at the Dickson Aquatic 
Centre on Wednesday 25 February.

Meup Meup continued their amazing run in the pool, taking out their fifth 
Championship in a row, while Ngadyung’s participation and enthusiasm 
clinched their seventh Swimming Spirit Cup.

Despite the threat of rain, the College was blessed with a warm and sunny 
summer's day. The event started brightly, with students cheering and 
singing their House songs with a tremendous energy that lasted all day.

While the battle for the Championship took place in the pool, students 
were also able to participate in a number of novelty events or could donate 
to Project Compassion in order to relax in the baby pool or cool off in the 
water park.

The carnival was well-attended, with students dressing in House colours 
to the carnival’s ‘Tropical’ theme. Congratulations to all students for 
the teamwork, spirit, participation, and displays of athleticism, which 
contributed to an enjoyable day for all.

Thank you to the staff – particularly the Sports Facilitator, Mr Will 
Anderson – who played a crucial role in the carnival’s success.
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What's Been
Happening

Honours Assembly 
The achievements of our Senior 
Students in 2025 were formally 
recognised at the Honours Assembly 
on Tuesday 24 February. As well as a 
presentation to the 2025 College Dux, 
Alex Kwiatkowski (99.90), awards were 
presented to students in Year 12 for 
their achievements in and outside of the 
classroom last year.

Project Compassion
The College’s Project Compassion 
fundraising campaign commenced 
on Ash Wednesday as the Catholic 
Church celebrated the start of 
Lent. The College is aiming to 
continue its strong support of Project 
Compassion in 2026, with each 
campus setting a target of $8,000 
($16,000 in total). 

French Exchange Students Arrive
Our friends from St Joseph’s, Le Havre, arrived this week and 
have spent time seeing the sights around Canberra as well as 
spending time in the classroom. We hope our guests have a 
great time in Australia.

The College thanks all the families who are currently hosting 
students – your generosity is much appreciated!

Year 11 Study Skills
Year 11 students engaged in the Senior 
Studies Day program on Friday 13 
February. This program provided the 
students with information, skills, and 
advice to help give our new senior 
students a platform for success over the 
next two years.

The College thanks the team at Elevate 
Education for contributing to the day's 
success.
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What's Been
Happening

University of Wollongong
On 17 February, Year 12 students had the exciting 
opportunity to attend Discovery Day at the 
University of Wollongong. The day was designed 
to give students a genuine insight into university 
life, with a range of information sessions, immersive 
experiences, and guided tours of both the campus 
and student accommodation. From engineering and 
nursing to sessions on studying abroad, there was 
something to suit every interest!

Thank you to Mrs Schofield for organising and 
chaperoning this wonderful opportunity for Year 12.

Izabelle Aoun • Year 12

Year 11 SRC & Senior Induction
In Week 2, elections for the Year 11 SRC took place. Congratulations to 
the students elected to represent their Houses:

Mindygari – Alexander Brooks
Gurabang – Isabella Morgan
Meup Meup – Matthew Moore
Ngadyung – Grace Myors

These students joined other SRC members in being inducted into their 
positions of leadership at the Campus Assembly on 11 February. 

Elections for Year 7 representatives will take place at the end of Term 1.

Paul Durham • Assistant Principal, Pastoral Care

Student Achievement
Lola Middleton (Year 10) has been selected to represent Australia at the International Cheerleading Union (ICU) World 
Cheerleading Championships Week in April in Orlando, Florida, USA.

Minaiyah Piagno (Year 10) broke the ACT record for hammer throw at the recent ACT Athletics Championships. She also achieved 
gold in shot put, silver in javelin, and bronze in discus. Additionally, Minaiyah has been selected to represent the ACT in the National 
Volleyball Championships in March.

Darcy Davis (Year 11) has qualified to compete at the 2026 Australian Age Swimming Championships on the Gold Coast in April.
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Information &
Notices

Wellbeing Barometer 
Survey 2026
Through SchoolTV, we now have a stronger ability to 
connect with families and gather meaningful feedback 
about how our students are going. The insights you provide 
help us better understand students’ social, emotional and 
mental wellbeing.

This year, the survey has been refreshed to make it easier 
to complete while giving our school clearer, more useful 
information. Your responses remain completely anonymous 
and help build an accurate picture of wellbeing across our 
community.

We warmly encourage you to take a few minutes to 
complete the survey for each of your children, based on 
your observations over the past 12 months. Every response, 
no matter how small, helps us strengthen support, identify 
emerging needs and celebrate areas of resilience and 
growth.

If any questions raise concerns for you or your child, please 
contact the school via their Pastoral Care Coordinators or 
seek professional advice.

Access the Special Report and Wellbeing Barometer 
Survey 2026 here:

ACCESS THE SURVEY

Paul Durham • Assistant Principal, Pastoral Care

Uniform Expectations
Our College uniform is a highly recognisable symbol of our identity 
within the Canberra community. The teal check, navy, white, and 
grey are well known across the Tuggeranong Valley, and every 
student represents St Mary MacKillop College when wearing 
them. 

We ask all families to familiarise yourselves with the uniform 
guidelines and support the College in its efforts to ensure the 
uniform is worn with pride and respect.

Please take a moment to revisit the College’s uniform guidelines:  
https://www.mackillop.act.edu.au/index.php/enrolment/uniform

A reminder that students may wear up to 
two discreet studs or small plain sleepers 
per ear. Sleepers sit close to the earlobe 
with a smooth, continuous hoop, while 
studs are small, fixed earrings that sit  
flush against the earlobe. 

Staff will continue to work closely with 
students and families to follow up on 
uniform concerns and reinforce that wearing the uniform well 
fosters pride and a strong sense of belonging.

Paul Durham • Assistant Principal, Pastoral Care
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Information &
Notices

AI use at MacKillop 
Generative artificial intelligence (AI) continues to evolve, becoming more 
advanced and widely accessible. Parents/carers and students can read about our 
approach in the St Mary MacKillop College 2026 parent and student documents 
(linked through the adjacent images).

AI INVESTIGATIONS
As part of our teachers' academic care responsibilities, they will occasionally need to check the authorship of student assessment work. 
Much of this is done automatically, or ‘behind-the-scenes’ as a teacher marks the task or reviews a draft. However, sometimes this 
requires a discussion between the teacher and student to clarify the source of an idea, a reference, to double-check a fact or to discuss 
the extent of AI use in a task. This discussion is just part of normal process to ensure academic integrity. In most cases the discussion 
resolves the issue before it is referred to coordinator for deeper consideration. The BSSS, in 2023, acknowledged the impact of AI in 
this space when they wrote:

“You need to be prepared for false positives, and prepared to discuss your work in detail, even if you did not use AI. If you refuse to 
participate in these processes and/or do not provide any evidence to demonstrate the work is your own, a plagiarism penalty will 
be applied as per BSSS Policy and Procedure. This is because your teacher needs to be certain that the work is your own, because 
they are certifying officially to the world that you have skills and knowledge from your courses, and that those skills and knowledge 
are of a particular level.

The bottom line is that AI has made plagiarism a headache for everyone – students and teachers. We all need to act together 
to help prevent plagiarism. It is normal and expected for teachers to check work for plagiarism, and to query work when it shows 
anomalies that can’t be explained by other factors. They have to do it, so that they can be confident that everyone is being fairly 
marked on the work they’ve done!”

All students are asked to create a Google Doc and share it with their teacher to show progress on their assessment tasks. This is an 
important step in this process for students to be able to demonstrate how their ideas have developed in response to the task. After a 
task has been submitted, students will complete validation tasks to further explain and justify their work.

SUBMITTING DRAFTS AND AI
The BSSS Policy and Procedure Manual notes that: "Any cheating, plagiarism, dishonesty, alteration of results, improper or unethical 
research practices in relation to any school-based assessment in any subject accredited or registered by the Board shall constitute a 
breach of discipline."

It is important to note that this also covers work submitted to teachers as drafts for tasks that have a drafting option. Even if the 
draft does not have a direct mark allocation, a breach of discipline in drafting will result in a formal written breach of academic 
discipline notice. Such warnings are cumulative across all subjects throughout Years 11-12 and the penalties associated progress from 
a reprimand, to mark penalties and on to cancellation of unit scores. Students are thus encouraged to uphold academic integrity at all 
times and only submit their own work for any part of an assessment.

Tristan Burg • Assistant Principal, Academic Care

Parent Doc Student Doc 
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Work Experience for Senior Students
Year 11 and 12 students who are keen to gain experience within industry are 
given the opportunity to engage in work experience (WEX) at the end of 
each semester. Students can participate in WEX during Week 19: Monday 
22 June - Friday 26 June 2026, and/or Week 20: Monday 29 June - 
Friday 3 July 2026 of Semester 1.

It is the responsibility of the student/family to source a business/organisation 
to complete WEX, not the school. However, the school may be able to assist.

If you are interested in engaging in work experience this semester you will 
need to ensure you complete all of the required tasks as outlined on the 
Careers Canvas page. You will find the Senior Work Experience (WEX) 
information link on the home page. 

Year 10 students engage in WEX through the Work Studies elective class.

If you have any questions about WEX, please contact Mrs Romina 
Schofield, the Careers and VET Coordinator by emailing: 
romina.schofield@mackillop.act.edu.au.

Romina Schofield • Careers & VET Coordinator

Information &
Notices

Australian School-based Apprenticeships
An Australian School-based Apprenticeship (ASbA) is a type of 
apprenticeship or traineeship that is completed part-time while 
students are still at school. An ASbA combines paid employment 
with training. An ASbA contributes to your ACT Senior Secondary 
School Certificate as well as working towards obtaining a nationally 
recognised qualification (usually a Certifcate II or Certificate III).

Year 11 and 12 students can engage in ASbAs in a number of 
industries, such as early childhood, education and care, electro-
technology, plumbing, carpentry, beauty, landscaping, hospitality, 
allied health assistance, business administration to name a few.

For students to engage in an ASbA they must be non-ATAR seeking; 
therefore completing an accredited package. It is encouraged that 
students engage in work experience prior to committing to an ASbA, 
to ensure that the organisation/industry is a good fit for them and 
they are a good fit for the organisation/industry.

It is the responsibility of the student/family to source a business/

organisation to engage in an ASbA, not the school. However, the 
school may be able to assist.

The process for commencing an ASbA is:
1.	 Find an employer
2.	 Meet with the Careers & VET Coordinator to discuss program
3.	 Determine an RTO
4.	 Sign up with Apprenticeship Connect Provider 

Seek College Endorsement
5.	 Commence work and training alonside College studies
6.	 ASbA recognised on Senior Secondary Certificate

The College is also hosting an ASbA Information night on Thursday 7 
May 2026 from 5:30-6:15pm in the Sr Noelene Quinane Academic 
Resource Centre.

If you are a student who is committed and highly organised and know 
an employer ready to engage with you as an ASbA student, then get 
in contact with Mrs Romina Schofield.

Romina Schofield • Careers & VET Coordinator

School drop-off and pick-up
at the Padua Campus
A reminder that parents and carers are asked to drop 
off and pick up their children from the basketball 
courts at the Padua Campus. The front carpark at the 
campus provides limited access for parents and carers 
arriving to attend organised meetings with staff and 
those collecting their children from sick bay.

Parking along the curb on MacKinnon Street in the 
afternoons can present challenges for bus drivers to 
navigate a narrow entry to our bus bays. The safest 
location for your child to be collected from the College 
is on site at the basketball courts.

Our local parish also requests that parents do not use 
their church carpark for picking up or dropping off 
students to school.

Jacklyn Johnstone • Head of Campus
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Information &
Notices

School Fees
Term 1 statements will be issued this week and fees are due 
and payable by 13 March 2026 unless there is a direct debit 
or an approved payment plan in place.

The College offers the following payment methods:
•	 Direct Debit (weekly, fortnightly, monthly) via bank 

account or credit card
•	 BPay
•	 Cash and Eftpos – in person at front reception at either 

Wanniassa or Isabella 
•	 Credit Card via telephone on 6209 5224
•	 CompassPay through your Compass App

To commence a direct debit please email 
fees@mackillop.act.edu.au.

Michelle Predovan • Fees Manager

Engarde Fencing Club
Engarde at MacKillop Fencing Club’s beginner classes start on 
Monday 16 March at 7:00pm in the Padua Campus Gym. For more 
information and to register go to engardemackillop.club.

All equipment is included in the beginner fee. Students are also 
welcome to come along on 16 March to try fencing before committing 
to the three-month beginner course.

NAPLAN
NAPLAN 2026 is fast approaching in Weeks 6 and 7 of this term.  
All students in Year 7 and 9 will engage in the NAPLAN tests from 
Wednesday 11 March to Monday 16 March 2026.  Year 9 will 
complete the tests during period 1 each day, and Year 7 during period 
3.

Students will need to have the NAPLAN 2026 Locked Down Browser 
installed on their device and have a set of earphones.

For further information please go to the NAPLAN 2026 Canvas 
Page. If you have any questions or concerns please contact me via 
email at lisa.buckland@mackillop.act.edu.au.

Lisa Buckland • Teaching & Learning Coordinator, Padua

Second-Hand Uniform Shop
Thank you to the SMMC community for your generous uniform 
donations. The SHUS is well stocked in most uniform items at present 
and is ready to meet your winter uniform needs. For an appointment 
please email uniforms@mackillop.act.edu.au or text 0427 089 370.

Judy • SHUS Manager

Defence Family News
Defence families should now have all received a letter of 
introduction and other emails about upcoming events being held 
by Solider On and Duntroon Community Centre.

Your children would have also received a Defence Student 
Mentoring card with times when they can meet in the Learning 
Commons for scheduled mentoring sessions. Please contact me if 
this has not happened so I can follow this up.

Also, if there are families who are part of the Australian Defence 
Forces and their children are not part of the Defence Mentoring 
Program at MacKillop, please also contact me at 
justin.kain@mackillop.act.edu.au.

Justin Kain • Defence Student Mentor

Student Mentoring
Throughout each semester, students have an opportunity to 
participate in Student Mentoring lessons within their PC Class. All 
students have taken time to set academic and personal goals for the 
coming semester/year.

Students have also completed a Semester 1 Assessment Planner. This 
provides an overview of due dates for each assessment task. It assists 
students to organise their time and the attention they give to each 
task to ensure that all assessment is complete by the due date and to a 
high standard.

Parents can access this information in the Student Diary:
•	 Pgs 122-123: 2026 Student Goal Setting 
•	 Pgs 24-25: Semester 1 Assessment Planner

Paul Durham • Assistant Principal, Pastoral Care
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What's 
Coming Up
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•	School Photos (St Peter's)

•	Year 7 Community Day

•	Canberra Day Public Holiday

•	Moderation Day (Pupil-free Day)
•	Year 11 AST Trials

•	School Photo Catch-Up Day

•	NAPLAN begins

Year 7 Community Day 4 MAR

NAPLAN 11 MAR
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•	Year 11 Gift of Life Walk

•	Year 11 Retreat departs

•	College Athletics Carnival

•	NAPLAN ends

•	Year 11 Retreat returns

•	Year 10 Immunisations

What's 
Coming Up

College Athletics Carnival 24 MAR

Year 11 Retreat 19 MAR
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MacKillop
St Mary MacKillop College Canberra

02 6209 0100

info@mackillop.act.edu.au

www.mackillop.act.edu.au

PO Box 1211
Tuggeranong ACT 2901

Mackinnon Street, Wanniassa (Years 7-9)
Ellerston Avenue, Isabella Plains (Years 10-12)

Absentee SMS Line
0429 131 463

www.facebook.com/
mackillop.act

www.instagram.com/
mackillop_act

www.youtube.com/
stmarymackillop

www.linkedin.com/company/
st-mary-mackillop-college-canberra

https://bsky.app/profile/
mackillop-act.bsky.social

Contact  details Socials

Do you need
help with a
particular issue?

IT Support, Compass and Canvas	 helpdesk@mackillop.act.edu.au
Enrolments	 enrolments@mackillop.act.edu.au
Fees and Finance	 fees@mackillop.act.edu.au
School Reports	 reports@mackillop.act.edu.au
Absences & Attendance	 attendance@mackillop.act.edu.au


