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Welcome to MacKillop

ST MARY MACKILLOP COLLEGE

+Welcome
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+Welcome

Principal’s
Welcome

St Mary MacKillop College is a large, dynamic school
possessing energy, opportunity, and first class resources. I
believe that faith, courage, individual achievement and the
enjoyment and pride that comes from a shared identity
make the MacKillop co-educational secondary schooling
an outstanding experience.
Graduates of MacKillop proceed to tertiary studies or the
workplace as confident young women and men possessing
initiative, self-belief, and a readiness to participate. They are
well-placed to make decisions that are good for themselves
and others.
The College strongly promotes within its students a
preparedness to accept responsibility for their actions and
thus be a model of courage and maturity to others.
In the past few years, MacKillop has extended its
exceptional facilities. At the Senior Campus, the College
has completed the building of new Science Laboratories, an
Academic Resource Centre, student cafeteria, theatrette,
and individual learning spaces. Classroom blocks have also
been refurbished, bringing into our buildings more light,
space, and freedom of movement. On the Junior Campus,
the state-of-the-art STEM centre has now been completed,
refurbishment of the Theatre is finished, and we have plans
to redevelop PE, classroom, and external learning spaces.
There are other plans for further refurbishment and building
in the near future!
The College recognises that quality learning and student
wellbeing relies heavily on outstanding teachers belonging
to a diverse and talented faculty. At MacKillop, staff are
carefully recruited, participate in a highly-acclaimed
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mentoring program, and are invested in through multiple
pathways to leadership and in well-resourced opportunities
to move through progression from Proficient to HighlyAccomplished and Lead. Staff talents and interests are
recognised as opportunities for student enrichment and are
therefore nurtured at this school.
St Mary MacKillop College seeks to authentically adhere to
the values of the gospels: faith, hope, and love. We draw our
mission from the life, example, and teachings of Jesus Christ
and our distinctive pastoral and social justice emphasis from
the inspirational work of our patron, St Mary MacKillop.
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THE KEY TO ANY GOOD SCHOOL is its commitment
to engaging, challenging and encouraging its students
to develop their love for learning. We are seeing that the
21st century is one of constant change. The ability of
the individual to embrace and manage change, to think
critically, to communicate with others with integrity, clarity,
and imagination, and to recognise their interdependence
with all who share the planet will be paramount to a
successful life.

We see in Mary MacKillop a person who responded with total
commitment to God; a person who gave her life in service of
others. She challenges us to be people who dare to search for
the truth; people who can take a stand for Christian values
in a secular world; people who dare to make a difference to
the world in which they live, with “Faith and Courage”, our
College motto.
The College aspires to be a fully inclusive school, respectful
and welcoming of difference with policy and commitment to
support each member of our community to be safe, achieving,
and to be equipped to become their best selves.
Success in all its forms is celebrated at the College. The
success of our students in cultural, sporting, and academic life
serve as a source of pride for the College community.
As the proud provider of Catholic secondary education to the
Tuggeranong Valley for 25 years, the College continues to
warmly welcome any students and their families who wish to
positively contribute to our College.
All of us at MacKillop are keen to be part of your secondary
educational experience; it will last you a lifetime.

Michael Lee
Principal

“

All of us at MacKillop are keen to be part of your secondary
educational experience; it will last you a lifetime.
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What are you
looking for in a
high school?

As parents, we want...

Students to grow in a safe Our children to achieve in
learning environment.
a range of pursuits.

Lots of opportunities for
our sons and daughters.

To be included in the
education of our children.

“

Why I chose MacKillop

Our sons and daughters to Our children to be known,
For all students to be
Our sons and daughters
hold good values.
respected, and cared for. prepared to face the future.
to be happy.

As a student, I want...

Madison Arnold • College Captain
“When I was looking at high schools, MacKillop
was always my first choice. My brothers enjoyed
coming here and my parents were very happy
with the school. I did look at some other schools
but I remember coming along to Try MacKillop
Day, where we got to experience some awesome
things, and that really got me excited about
joining my brothers at MacKillop for high school.
I came from a public primary school so I started
here with only one or two friends and I went from
20 students in my Year 6 class to 350 students
in Year 7! Despite the difference in size, the
teachers made it easy to transition and adapt
to the school and I remember having a really fun
first year.
Five years later, I’ve formed really good
relationships with my peers and teachers, I've
been able to study in great facilities, and I've had
lots of opportunities along the way. I’m 100%
happy with the decision I made to come to
MacKillop. I have really enjoyed my time here!”
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At MacKillop, we use experience, student data, and feedback from parents and
students to ensure that we are the school our community wants and needs.

School to be fun and
interesting.

To meet new people and
make new friends.

To be supported if I make
mistakes.

Good teachers who
inspire me.

To have my mind opened
to new things.

To gain confidence and
achieve ambitious goals.

To have new and varied
experiences.

To be encouraged to be my
best self.

At MacKillop, we want these things for you, too.
And we work hard to make them happen.
6
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Who we are
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Canberra’s largest
secondary school.

A Josephite
school.

56% of our students are
Catholic. We welcome people
from other faith traditions.

With around 1900 students
enrolled at MacKillop, we’re
Canberra’s largest secondary
school. People want to be at
MacKillop!

We’re one of the newest
schools connected to the
Josephites’ long and proud
history of education in
Australia.

A welcoming
community.

Expert
educators.

A place of
opportunity.

We welcome close to 400 new
students across all year groups
to MacKillop each year.

There’s 200 of us on the
staff, including the College
Executive, coordinators,
teachers, and support staff.

There’s something for everyone
at MacKillop. Now, we’re
seeing more opportunity at
MacKillop than ever before.

A safe
setting.

A co-ed
environment.

We celebrate
success.

98% of MacKillop's
Year 7 parents agreed
with the statement,
“This school is a safe
place for my child.”

The co-ed environment
adds to the depth of
MacKillop’s community
and offers students a
range of opportunities.
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A Catholic school
for all.

+Who we are

Student growth and
achievement is at the
heart of what we do and we like to celebrate
that here at MacKillop!
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+Who we are

Our
Want to know what
MacKillop stands for?
Nothing says more about
us than our College Vision.

It is a learning environment where excellence
in education is valued.

The College Vision was
updated as part of the 20year Celebrations in 2018 in
order to honour the legacy of
Mary MacKillop’s Sisters of St
Joseph.

Members of the community are nurtured
and empowered to face the future with faith
and courage.

Our
Story

A brief history

A few years ago, in 2018, St Mary MacKillop College celebrated its first 20 years
under the banner of MacKillop. MacKillop formed in 1998, when Padua High School
and St Peter’s Catholic College amalgamated to become MacKillop Catholic
College.
While its official start was in 1998, MacKillop’s story goes back more than 40 years
to 1978, when Padua opened to provide a Catholic secondary school option in the
Valley. Padua was located in the suburb of Wanniassa and catered to students in
Years 7-10. In 1989, St Peter’s opened a few kilometres from Padua in the suburb of
Isabella Plains. St Peter’s offered places to students in Years 7-12. The two schools
enjoyed a healthy rivalry until the amalgamation in 1998, with Padua becoming the
Junior Campus and St Peter’s becoming the Senior Campus.
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Vision

St Mary MacKillop College is a dynamic
welcoming community based on the gospel
values of Faith, Hope and Love and upon the
legacy of the Sisters of St Joseph.

In its inaugural year, under the guidance of Foundation Principal Sr Noelene Quinane,
the school took out the ACT Rock Eisteddfod, celebrated a number of community
events like the Opening Mass and the Mary MacKillop Feast Day, and established a
strong focus on social justice. These events formed a solid platform for the new school.
As time passed, the College continued to go from strength to strength. The
development of the highly-regarded Pastoral Care and Teaching and Learning
programs became the driving force for improved student outcomes.
At the end of 2009, it was announced that Mary MacKillop was to become Australia’s
first saint. Under the authority of the Archbishop of Canberra and Goulburn,
MacKillop Catholic College changed its name to St Mary MacKillop College for the
start of the 2010 school year.
Over the years, the College has grown in size, prominence, and reputation. Great
interest in the school led to MacKillop becoming the largest secondary school in the
ACT. In keeping with the College Vision, it has upheld a proud tradition of excellent
academic results, a welcoming and safe environment, and has maintained its
reputation as a Catholic school for all – not just a school for Catholics.
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+Faith and Community

Faith &
Community

The community culture at MacKillop
The College Community

The College community is viewed by many students as one of the true strengths of
MacKillop. This sense of community can be seen in the classroom, on the playground, at
College events, and in interactions between students, staff, families, and visitors to the
school. Community is an integral part of MacKillop's culture.

MacKillop in the Community
The College’s community extends much further than the College grounds. The College
connects with external agencies, such as sporting clubs, other educational organisations,
community groups, the AFP, health groups, and mentoring programs to contribute to the
development of each student. The College also lends its support to local primary schools,
charities, universities, and other external agencies, providing students with opportunity to
make connections in the wider community.
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As a whole school, the College meets on four occasions each year: at the Opening
Mass, the Athletics Carnival, the Swimming Carnival, and on MacKillop Day. To build
community, Year 12 students are able to take part in the Cross Campus Program, where
they spend time at the Padua Campus mentoring students in Years 7-9. An afternoon
sports program, run by senior students at the junior campus once per week, also provides
an opportunity for cross-campus interaction.

Community Events
Community events at MacKillop add to the dynamism of the College. The College holds a number of community events, such
as MacKillop Day, sporting carnivals, charity events, masses, performance nights, mentoring events, liturgies, assemblies, social
events, dinners, art exhibitions, and information sessions. These events add richness to the community and the experience of
the students.

Celebrating Achievement
Success in all its forms is celebrated at the College. The success of our students in cultural, sporting, and academic life serve
as a source of pride to the College community. MacKillop understands that many students are successful in ventures outside
of school and it encourages each student to nurture their talents and share them with the community.
Celebrating achievement on a regular basis helps MacKillop students to become motivated, proactive, contributing members
of the community.

A focus on Social Justice
Inspired by Mary MacKillop’s famous saying, “Never see a need without doing something about it,” MacKillop has always had
a strong focus on social justice.
Students lead and contribute to annual fundraising efforts for Caritas’ Project Compassion and the four House Charities.
Students are also encouraged to participate in collections and campaigns for a range of organisations. Senior students are
able to help the city’s homeless by distributing meals through the St Vincent de Paul Night Van, and it has become tradition
for Year 12 to participate in the Cancer Council’s Relay for Life. The College also participates in the World Challenge, which
takes students to communities in other parts of the world to help those in need.
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“
Co-education

+Co-education

Alex Del Bianco
Year 12, 2022

“I think more and more people are seeing co-education as the
ideal way to spend their high school years. It made sense for me to
continue on in a co-ed environment and it definitely helped with my
transition into Year 7. I’ve also been able to go to the same school
as my sisters.
I really like the diversity of a co-ed school. You make lots of different
kinds of friends and you also experience different perspectives on
everything – not just how other people view the world, but also
how they work, why they make certain decisions, and what they
value. I have been able to consider and incorporate the views and
perspectives of the opposite sex, which has helped in my own
learning.

Co-education

Boys and girls learning together.

At MacKillop, we love to welcome all who
wish to be with us, whatever their faith
tradition, talents, abilities, backgrounds,
culture, and interests.
The MacKillop community reflects the
diversity of Australian society; this is the
world our students will live in and contribute
to.
Childcare centres are co-ed, most primary
schools are co-ed, and so are universities,
work places, training centres, and all of the
professions; so is MacKillop. Why, then,
would we restrict our community to only one
gender?
Mary MacKillop’s vision for education was
that her schools provided learning for all –
that vision continues at our College.
Our commitment to co-education as a
foundation for the future is strengthened
by the fact that schools that have opened
in the ACT since the 1950s have all been
co-ed. Indeed, many single-sex schools in
Australia and around the world are moving
to co-education (including some in our city).
14
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At MacKillop, boys and girls learn together, achieve things together,
and respect each other. Once I leave school, I’m confident that my
experiences in a co-ed school will help me adapt to the challenges
of the wider world.”

A powerful belief underpinning co-education
at MacKillop is that all students learn
differently – it’s not a case of all boys or all
girls learning the same. Our teachers use
a range of pedagogical strategies in their
teaching and a wide range of assessments.
A differentiated approach to instruction is
central.
Co-education brings a healthy energy to
our school; a respect for gender difference,
a maturity and confidence in learning
together, and a broad range of social, co-ed,
extra-curricular opportunities that foster a
healthy, accepting learning environment.
At MacKillop, our commitment to the belief
that we are all different means there is no
aim to produce the typical ‘MacKillop boy’
or ‘MacKillop girl’. Students can just be
themselves.
Co-education reflects the working, cultural,
and social patterns of adult life and is
fundamental to MacKillop’s desire to be a
Catholic school for all.

Co-ed works
for both boys
and girls.
The Class of 2021's top
20 students consisted
of 10 boys and 10 girls
- and they all achieved
ATARs well above 90.
Co-ed is irresistibly
successful at MacKillop!
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Teaching
& Learning

Curriculum for
Years 7-10
Integrated Humanities

The curriculum provides excellence in education by:
•
Teaching and fostering Catholic ideals.
•
Ensuring that learning is relevant, rigorous, inclusive
and accessible for all.
•
Developing the skills and desire for individual life-long
learning.
•
Building 21st Century learners who value innovation,
developing skills in collaboration, communication,
critical thinking and creativity.
•
Empowering students to take responsibility for their
decisions.
•
Building students’ confidence and self-esteem
through success.
•
Enabling students to understand how they learn.
•
Emphasising the development of spiritual, intellectual,
emotional, physical and creative capacities.
Our staff fulfill the role of teacher, mentor, carer, guide and
challenger. They help to motivate students and develop in
them a love of learning.

Learning Areas

Students coming to MacKillop will be given opportunities
to develop knowledge, skills and understanding through a
range of learning experiences across:
•
Religious Education.
•
Modern Languages.
•
Information Technology.
•
Aesthetic and creative studies.
•
Humanities, English, and cultural studies.
•
Mathematics, Science and Technology.
•
STEM.
•
Health and Physical Education.
•
Vocational Education.

Core Subjects

All students in Years 7 to 10 study Religious Education,
English, Mathematics, Science, Geography, History,
Physical Education, Civics and Citizenship, Economics
and Business, and Pastoral Program. Digital Technologies/
STEM is a recent addition for Year 8. This selection ensures
students are engaging in a broad educational package in
these key years.
In Years 9 and 10, students study the core subjects, plus a
range of electives that provide pathways into senior units.

Electives Range

Learning Enhancement

To foster different skills and talents, MacKillop offers
students a wide choice in elective subjects with specialist
teachers and facilities. These include STEM, Food and
Textiles Technology, Information and Communication
Technology, Modern Languages, Performing Arts,
Technology (industrial), and Visual Arts. In Year 7, students
experience each of these electives for a term. From Year 8,
students are encouraged to make subject choices that build
on their strengths and interests.

The College’s enrichment program, Infinite at MacKillop,
complements the differentiated approach to learning by
providing a challenging, student-centred way of learning,
valuing academic excellence and ensuring that students
are able to reach their individual potential.

Year 7

While the standard classroom employs progressive and
effective techniques to provide for mixed abilities, the
College also acknowledges the specific needs of students
requiring enhanced learning opportunities. Opportunities
exist for students to be accelerated in their learning
pathways, to participate in extension programs, and to
pursue areas of interest and targeted elective choices.

To meet student academic needs, the College offers an
accelerated package of learning to some students. This
may mean that students study a subject or two beyond
their age grade level. The possibility for this exists across
Year 7-10 classes. Some Year 10 students may access
senior courses under this acceleration model in a range
of subjects including Maths, Music, Religious Studies, and
Drama.

Academic Support

A Learning Commons approach exists on both campuses
in the libraries. This offers students access to assistance
and guidance with their schoolwork and assessment.
At the Senior Campus, students can access specialised
teacher assistance during study lines, in tutorials, and
before and after school. This model helps students to build
their independence as learners. At the Junior Campus,
assistance is offered through the Homework Club in the
afternoon. Tutorial assistance is also provided by a number
of faculties at peak assessment times. Teachers are also
happy to offer support as requested.
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In Year 7, students study Integrated Humanities (I-Hum),
the integration of Religious Education, English and
Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS). Integrating these
subjects offers a holistic approach to learning. A significant
benefit for students is that the transition into High School
is made easier by reducing the number of teachers and
subjects.

The Year 7 program of study is based upon transitioning
students from primary to secondary school through a very
carefully structured and integrated approach to pedagogy.
Year 7 students are placed in a pastoral class belonging
to one of the Houses: Gurabang, Meup Meup, Mindygari
or Ngadyung. This pastoral class remains together for
Integrated Humanities. The curriculum offered to Year 7
meets the requirements of the Australian Curriculum in the
core areas of English, Mathematics, Science, Geography,
History, Civics and Citizenship, and Economics and
Business. Students also undertake studies in Religious
Education, Cultural Studies, Modern Languages, Visual
Arts, Food and Textiles, Performing Arts, Physical
Education, and Technology.

Years 8 and 9

In Years 8 and 9, all students undertake the Australian
Curriculum in English, Mathematics, Science, Geography,
History, Physical Education, Civics and Citizenship,
Economics and Business, as well as studying Religious
Education. Year 8 students also study Digital Technologies/
STEM and are able to choose from a range of elective
courses. Year 9 students are able to choose from an
expanded range of electives.

Year 10

In Year 10, students study Religious Education and complete
the Australian Curriculum in English, Mathematics,
Science, History, and Physical Education. Students are also
able to choose from a wide range of available electives.
Students select units that suit their abilities and interests.
It is important for Year 10 students to have a sound
understanding of their academic strengths so that, when
they arrive at their senior studies, appropriate choices can
be made. Year 10 students undertake formal counselling
together with their parents in order to help inform their
course decisions regarding senior studies.

THE PROSPECTUS • 2023

ST MARY MACKILLOP COLLEGE

The curriculum at St Mary MacKillop College is undertaken
in an environment where each person is valued and
respected as an individual whose personal growth is of
paramount importance.

Enrichment & Challenge

The College seeks to address the needs of all students. In
Year 7, students are placed in mixed ability classes for all
subjects. In Mathematics, students who want to work at
a higher level can 'opt in' to the Advanced Mathetmatics
classes in Years 8-10. Students who require additional
assistance in Mathematics are offered this in small group
sessions. Within all classes, the teacher seeks to challenge
and extend individual students and support others who
need additional help with their studies by differentiating.
Students with different learning needs may also receive
assistance in the classroom from Inclusive Learning
teachers or assistants.
In Years 8 and 9, students are in mixed ability classes for all
subjects. In addition, targeted support is offered to those
students who need it. Differentiated classroom strategies
are used to extend students. In Years 8 and 9, students have
a great deal of choice as to units studied. In this way, they
are able to select units that suit their abilities and interests.
The College also offers new STEM-focused electives with a
Year 8-10 pathway.
17
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The Vocational Program

Years 11 & 12
Senior Studies

In Years 11 and 12, students undertake a program of study
designed to provide a ‘flexible pathway’ to the workforce
or tertiary study. Students can choose from a wide variety
of Tertiary (T), Accredited (A), Vocational (V), and Higher
Education (H) courses. Studying any of these courses at
a Senior level will qualify the student for an ACT Senior
Secondary Certificate. Only T and H courses qualify
students for an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR).
All courses offered in Years 11 and 12 are accredited
and approved by the ACT Board of Senior Secondary
Studies. All students in the ACT must study English and
it is currently compulsory for MacKillop students to study
Religious Studies in Year 11. Australian Curriculum English,
Mathematics, Science, and History courses are offered in
Years 11 and 12.

ANU & UC H-Courses

ANU Extension offers specialist courses, ‘H-Courses’,
to students who have specific interests. Some of the
courses offered include specialist high level Mathematics,
Astrophysics, Chemistry, Biology, and Japanese. From
2021, the University of Canberra is offering Year 11 and
12 students the opportunity to study accelerated courses in
Business, Information Technology, Anatomy & Physiology,
and Human Behaviour/Psychology.
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Curriculum for

In addition to the Vocational subjects, ASBA (Australian
School-based Apprenticeship) Programs are available.
Currently, MacKillop students are involved in areas of
Automotive, Hairdressing, Hospitality, Retail, Spray
Painting/Panel Beating, Community Pharmacy and Aged
Care. Students who undertake vocational studies may
participate in work placements and may qualify to receive
a nationally recognised certificate.

Year 12 AST Program
All Year 12 students who are seeking university entrance
participate in a program aimed at preparing them for
the ACT Scaling Test (AST). This includes compulsory
workshops related to the Writing Task, Short Answer
Response and Multiple Choice Tests. Students in Year 11
also sit AST Trials so they know what to expect.

Students undertake tutorials for each of their subjects,
where they work independently with access to expert
teacher assistance.
Students with aspirations to attend university are offered
a wide range of tertiary subjects. Students can also select
from Accredited and Vocational subject areas including
Information Technology, Fashion, Hospitality, Media,
Music, Business Administration, Furniture Construction,
Construction Pathways, and Sport, Fitness, and
Administration. Individual packages are developed to meet
the needs of each student.

18
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Years

Information & Communication Technology

11 & 12

Mathematics

Senior School

Religious Education

• Religious Studies (T/A)

Careers

• Pathways to Work and Learning (A/V)

English

Courses
7-10
Middle School
Year 7

Core Subjects
• Integrated Humanities
• Religious Education
• English
• Geography
• History
• Civics and Citizenship
• Economics and Business
• Mathematics
• Science
• Physical Education
• Modern Languages
(Japanese/Italian)
• Cultural Studies
• Food & Textiles Technology
• Performing Arts
• Technology
• Visual Arts
20

Middle School

Year 8

Core Subjects
• Religious Education
• English
• Mathematics
• Science
• Geography
• History
• Civics and Citizenship
• Economics and Business
• Classics
• Physical Education
• Digital Technology
• STEM & PBL
Elective Choices
• Food & Textiles Technology
• Modern Languages
(Japanese/Italian)
• Performing Arts
• Technology
• Visual Arts
• Creative Maths
• Media Arts
• STEM - Radio Astronomy

Years 9-10

Core Subjects
• Religious Education
• English
• Mathematics
• Science
• History
• Physical Education
Elective Choices
• Integrated HASS
• Food & Textiles Technology
• Geography
• Economics and Business
• Civics and Citizenship
• Humanities
• ICT
• Modern Languages
• Performing Arts
• Philosophy
• Physical Education
• Technology
• Visual Arts
• STEM & STEAM*
*STEM & STEAM integrates
Science, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics, and Arts:
• Photovoltaics
• Radio Astronomy
• The Kitchen Garden
• Project Based Learning Unit

Food and Textiles

• Hospitality (T/A/V)
• Design for Textiles (Fashion & Interior) (T/A/V)
• Social and Community Work (A/V)

Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS)
• Business (T/A)
• Business Services (A/V)
• Economics (T)
• Geography (T/A)
• Global Studies (T/A)
• Modern History (T/A)
• Ancient History (T/A)
• Legal Studies (T/A)
• Psychology (T/A)
• Sociology (T/A)

• Specialist Mathematics (T)
• Specialist Methods (T)
• Mathematical Methods (T)
• Mathematical Applications (T)
• Contemporary Mathematics (A)
• Essential Mathematics (A)

Modern Languages

• Beginning or Continuing French (T)
• Beginning and/or Continuing Japanese (T)
• Beginning and/or Continuing Italian (T)

Performing Arts

• Dance Studies (T/A)
• Drama (T/A)
• Music (T/A)
• Live Production and Services (A/V)
• Music Industry (C)

Physical Education

• Exercise Science (T/A)
• Health & Wellbeing (T/A)
• Physical Education (A)
• Sport, Recreation and Leadership (A/V)
• Sports Development (A)

Science

• Biology (T/A)
• Human Biology (T)
• Chemistry (T)
• Physics (T)
• Earth & Environmental Science (T)
• Oceanography (T/A)
• Senior Science (A)
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Years

Bridging School

• English (T)
• Literature (T)
• Essential English (A)

• Computer Science (T/A/V)
• Information Technology (T/A/V)

Technology

• Design Technologies (T/A)
• Engineering Studies (T/A)
• Furniture Construction (A/V)
• Construction Pathways (A/V/C)

Visual Arts

• Graphic Art (T/A)
• Media (T/A/V)
• Photography (T/A)
• Visual Art (T/A)

Registered Units

The College offers a range of registered units. These
may include units in the following areas:
• ACT Scaling Test
• Extensions
• Leadership
• Study Skills
• Public Speaking
• Religious Service

All accredited courses can be modified as ‘M’ courses to cater for the needs
of all students. A full description of senior courses is available in the Senior
School Handbook. Course offerings will depend on student demand and
teacher availability.
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“

Academic Achievement

James Crispin • College Dux, 2018
During Years 11 and 12, James took on a
challenging academic program, which included
subjects like Specialist Mathematics, Physics, and
Chemistry. After finishing as College Dux, James’
ATAR of 99.90 enabled him to study Medicine at
Monash University from 2019.

If you want academic achievement, MacKillop is the place
to be. If you want to achieve your sporting goals, MacKillop
is the place to be. If you want to set yourself up to begin a
trade or join the workforce, MacKillop is the place to be.
Students come to MacKillop with many different talents
and dreams, which MacKillop’s teachers seek to nurture
and encourage. Whilst the primary focus for MacKillop is
on teaching and learning, the success of our students in all
aspects of life serves as a source of pride for the College
community. Students at MacKillop achieve in academic
life, vocational studies, sport, the arts, cultural pursuits, and
in the wider community.

Achievement of Year 12
Students have a range of potential pathways after Year
12. Many students opt to go on to university, others
seek further education at CIT, some go straight into
the workforce, and some take on apprenticeships. From
Medicine and Engineering to NIDA and Construction,
students from the Class of 2021 completed Year 12 at
MacKillop with the ability to pursue their passions and
dreams. Does MacKillop set its students up to progress
to their chosen pathway? Quite simply, yes.

Growth from Years 7-9

At MacKillop, our data shows that we add great value to
our students, with most of our students achieving ‘greater
than or equal to expected growth’ across the areas of
NAPLAN from Year 7 to Year 9. The College utilises the
data gained from Year 7 NAPLAN results to inform our
teaching and learning programs in order to achieve this
growth in our students.
MacKillop sees students with varied levels of ability enter
the College in Year 7. The fact that our students achieve
such positive results by the time they are in Year 9 is a
source of real pride for the College.

100%

of ATAR seekers in 2021 received a score at or above their
predicted score, with some achieving 15 points higher than
expected. We're good at getting the best out of our students.

99.90

In recent years, MacKillop students have achieved some
of the highest ATARs in the Territory, including James
Crispin's 99.90.
High-flyers do really well at MacKillop, especially those in
the ANU and UC H Courses. In 2020, Mykal Marsham
(99.55) topped Specialist Mathematics, while Caitlyn
Williams (99.15) topped Astrophysics.
All Year 12 tertiary students who wanted to get into
university achieved a high enough ATAR to gain entry.
Most students got into the course of their first choice and
many also received early offers.
MacKillop issues among the highest numbers of Vocational
Educational Certificates in the ACT to its graduates, giving
them a head start at CIT or in apprenticeships. MacKillop
is regularly one of the Top 5 schools in this area.
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“

Vocational Achievement
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Achievement
at MacKillop

“We had a number of success stories from my year
group – some of my friends are studying things
like Engineering, Veterinary Science, Actuarial
Studies, Law, and Physiotherapy. The relationship
I had with my teachers was incredibly critical to
my success. They were invested in me, checked up
on me regularly, and cared about my academic
success and me as a person. I put in lots of hard
work but the AST results of our year group also
made a difference. Huge thank you to my teachers
who helped and supported me, and to my friends
who competed with me and motivated me to do my
best. I’m incredibly happy with my results!”

Ruby Mitchell
Year 12, 2022

For Ruby Mitchell, MacKillop’s Trades Training Centre and ASBA
program have opened up options in a range of pursuits.
“I’m really happy with what I’ve been able to study within
vocational education at MacKillop in the senior years. I’ve been
able to gain industry experience through my Australian SchoolBased Apprenticeship, which I take part in one day per week.
It’s a Women in Construction pathways program that lets me
do electrical, carpentry, project management, landscaping, and
plumbing. At school, I’m taking courses in Construction and
Hospitality through the College’s Trades Training Centre to gain
vocational certificates and qualifications.
When I leave school, I want to do carpentry in the Army, before
one day starting my own carpentry business or opening a café. The
vocational pathway at MacKillop has given me lots of options and
opportunities to work towards those things, and will hopefully give
me a head start in my career.”
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+Staff

Teachers at MacKillop

“

Emily Rasheed
Year 12, 2022

“My favourite thing about MacKillop is our teachers. They’re clever, they are always prepared for their
lessons, they’re prompt with marking and feedback, they are always trying to help us improve, and they
encourage us to work hard and do our best. My teachers are very supportive and approachable and they
get the best out of us by making sure that we get the best out of them. They also encourage us to get
involved in a range of things to broaden our perspectives.

Great
Teaching

Over the years, I have learnt the importance of developing strong, respectful relationships with my
teachers. Now that I’m about to finish Year 12, I’m thankful to my teachers for the effort they make
to connect with us, for giving attention to all students, for making us want to come to class, and for
pushing us to do our best!”
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In the classroom, my teachers keep us engaged, try to make learning fun and interesting, and they
teach for a range of learning styles. They know if they need to give you more support or if you require
additional work to extend your skills. They want us to ask questions and it genuinely feels like they invest
in us and want us to succeed.

Learn from the very best at
MacKillop
A school can be no greater than its teachers, and
MacKillop prides itself on employing the very best.
With teachers committed to engaging, challenging,
and encouraging each and every student to develop
their love for learning, it’s no wonder the students
often say that MacKillop’s strength is truly found in
its talented staff.
The College’s NAPLAN results show that students
who enrol in Year 7 at MacKillop achieve remarkable
growth by the time they are in Year 9 – the kind of
progress that continues into their senior years. The
“like school” NAPLAN data reflects brilliantly on
the quality of our academic environment, as do
our Year 12 results. In 2021, all students wishing to
go to university gained entry. Students do well at
MacKillop!

What are our teachers like?
MacKillop has a wide range of talented teachers
with different cultural and educational backgrounds.
We have many teachers who have completed PhDs,
teachers who are elite or semi-professional athletes,
published authors, practising artists, experienced
builders, award-winning chefs, lawyers, scientists,
performers, and more. Our teachers range from the
young and enthusiastic to the vastly experienced.
They are united in their dedication to the Catholic
mission of the College, the achievement of optimum
results for their students, the creation of a positive
learning environment, and to ensuring that no child
slips through the cracks in this large, vibrant school.
The College invests a lot of money on a professional
learning program for the staff to ensure they each
have the skills and knowledge to improve the
outcomes of all students.
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Mr Eugene Lehmensich

Dr Melissa Pert

Mr Justin Kain

Mrs Veronica Boulton

Mr Eugene Lehmensich is a past student of MacKillop.
He worked as a primary school teacher in a number of the
local Catholic schools before returning to MacKillop as
a staff member. He is now a Nationally Certified ‘Highly
Accomplished’ Teacher. Mr Lehmensich teaches STEM,
Technology, Science, and Humanities. He also leads the
College’s Infinite Program for academically gifted students.

Originally from Canberra, Dr Melissa Pert spent a number
of years in Melbourne, where she achieved a PhD in Genetics
and Developmental Biology. After teaching for four years
in Melbourne, Dr Pert decided to return home and joined
the Science faculty here at MacKillop. In doing so, Dr Pert
added her name to the rather impressive list of MacKillop
staff who have managed to attain a doctorate, the highest
level of academic degree one can achieve.

Who do you want as the teacher of your Cooking and
Hospitality subjects? You probably want Mr Justin Kain – a
teacher with well over a decade of experience working as a
chef. After making the switch to education, Mr Kain worked
in several local Catholic primary schools before joining
MacKillop in 2013, where he could teach in the College’s
new industrial kitchens.

As the Director of Music and Performance at MacKillop,
Mrs Veronica Boulton has been able to bring over 40 years’
experience in music to the College’s ensemble, band, and
instrument programs. Mrs Boulton has received a number of
awards throughout her career in music and education, and
her passion for both these areas has led her to undertake
PhD research through Griffith University, with a focus on
community banding and education.

“

I am honoured to work with an incredibly
talented group of teachers. The students
here are fantastic; the greatest part of my
job is watching them develop new skills.

“

I like that the students at MacKillop are
down to earth and are always willing to have
a laugh with you. We have awesome science
labs and I can teach real world science here.

Meet the Teachers
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“

A highlight for me was mentoring two
students in the ACT Secondary Schools
Culinary Competition. The girls won several
gold medals and went on to compete at the
Australian Competition in Brisbane and the
International Competition in Tahiti.

“

Playing a musical instrument in an ensemble
is something that all students should have
the opportunity to experience.

Introducing eight of our talented educators

Mrs Erin White

Mr Trent Wilson

Ms Sonali Kansal

Mr Daniel Ryall

Mrs Erin White came to MacKillop after working in Public
Affairs for over a decade, managing such events as the
unveiling of significant war memorials around the world, and
helping to manage the media and communications around
Anzac Day commemorations in Gallipoli. As the English
Coordinator on the Padua Campus, Mrs White brings a
passion for helping students to build their communication
skills through reading, writing and speaking. Mrs White also
runs the Junior Campus Debating Club.

Mr Trent Wilson’s teaching career began in primary schools
before he joined MacKillop eight years ago. Having taught
Geography and Religious Studies on both campuses,
Mr Wilson currently holds the role of Digital Learning
Coordinator, where he looks at how teachers can use
technology and online platforms to engage students and
to come up with new and improved ways of teaching and
learning.

Ms Sonali Kansal’s area of speciality is Mathematics.
Having studied at Macquarie University, Ms Kansal moved
to Canberra for a job at MacKillop and is now in her fifth
year of teaching. Ms Kansal has led the College’s Extension
and Acceleration programs at the Junior Campus,
mentored students for the Da Vinci Decathlon, facilitated
a CE Primary School Maths Program, and has presented at
mathematics conferences. She currently teaches Maths to
Years 10-12 across a range of capabilities.

Mr Dan Ryall has always been involved in sport. Having
worked for the AFL as a Player Development Manager and
the Sydney Swans as a Player Welfare Manager, Mr Ryall is
the perfect staff member to be teaching the PE Pathways
and Sports Development programs at MacKillop. In his
other role as the Community Liaison Coordinator, Mr Ryall
is responsible for helping MacKillop to build relationships
with the wider community, providing our students with
opportunities for skill building, networking, and leadership.

“

I am passionate about encouraging students
to love learning. I love sharing literature with
students and showing them how a good
story can open our minds and our hearts.

“

What I like about working here is the real
sense of community. Being able to work
across both campuses has allowed me to
meet lots of amazing people. We have a very
welcoming and supportive community here,
and that includes both staff and students.

“

I always wanted to get into teaching - I never
had any other careers in mind. Now that I’m
in my fourth year, I really enjoy it and want
to make it a lifelong profession.

“

The great thing about MacKillop is that our
staff and students bring such a unique range
of skills and interests that I can learn from.
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Co-Curricular
Opportunities

There’s something for everyone at MacKillop.

The wealth of“opportunity

+Opportunity

Callum Doherty • Class of 2021

“MacKillop has a wide and increasingly broad range of classes and extracurricular opportunities for students. During my time at MacKillop, I was lucky to
have experienced so many different things, while managing to achieve an ATAR
of 98.25. In terms of your studies, you are able to focus on areas you're passionate
about and enjoy studying. In the area of performing arts, students can take part in
Musical, Variety Night, dance crews, instrument ensembles, the Drama Club, and
choir. For sport, there are carnivals, sports days, and programs for elite athletes.
The school has so many academic competitions, leadership roles, art exhibitions,
extension programs, camps and retreats, international trips (well, usually), and
class-specific activities and excursions. There is also a club for almost everything
– including debating, sustainability, astronomy, drones, and so much more. There
is something for every interest at MacKillop, and if it doesn’t already exist, the
College is always looking to introduce new initiatives and programs!”

The College performs a musical each year and has a
proud history of critical acclaim. The musical is typically
performed in Term 3, with production starting early in Term
1. Students are also able to perform dance, music, drama,
or comedy pieces at assemblies, special events, concerts,
the annual Variety Night, and in competitions.
Students are able to learn musical instruments through the
In-School Instrument Tuition Program and the senior and
junior band programs. The College also has dance groups,
drama clubs, and student choirs. Five years ago, the
College’s A Cappella Choir qualified for the grand final of
the Australian A Cappella Championships. MacKillop also
has a regular show at the Canberra Comedy Festival.
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Performing Arts

Each student at MacKillop has the opportunity to become the kind of person they want to be –
it’s our job to give them the best platform for that.
While most opportunities are provided by the classroom experience, MacKillop considers
education to be broader than just a sound curriculum. With parents, we strive to provide a
balanced education that not only prepares students academically but also physically, socially
and spiritually. Supporting the formal curriculum, the College provides a range of co-curricular
opportunities for students to further explore their interests and talents. Since co-curricular
activities are usually conducted out of normal school hours, students are able to work with
their peers in a less formal environment. These valuable opportunities are made possible by the
generous support of teachers, parents, and friends of the College.
The College has a long tradition of involvement in sports, performing, debating, public speaking,
musicals, Duke of Edinburgh Award Program, liturgy, camps, retreats and youth ministry.
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+Opportunity

Exchange Programs
and Study Tours
MacKillop students have the opportunity to visit the College’s
sister schools in Italy, France, and Japan, and are able to host
students from these countries. The College also sends study
tours to locations around the world, including New Zealand, the
United States, South-East Asia, and other locations in Australia.

Students enjoy participating in competitive and social sports including swimming, cross country, athletics, netball,
softball, basketball, squash, cricket, tennis, hockey, beach volleyball, and the various codes of football. The College
competes in carnivals and events organised by the Associated Southern Colleges and School Sport ACT. We have a
proud history of success in these competitions.
The College also has an After-School Sport Program and regularly holds competitions at lunch time.
MacKillop students are also given the opportunity to participate in the sports of fencing and judo. The College runs
programs at MacKillop outside of school hours.
Students who excel in a particular sport are able to take part in the PE Pathways program, which is aimed at the
development and support of elite athletes. Many students at MacKillop have gone on to play their sport at the highest
level. Since the College does not field sporting teams on the weekend, students are free to represent their club.

Sport

Ebony Brunt • College Sports Captain
& Australian Ice Hockey Representative

“

“We have a great culture around sport at MacKillop. Our
teams obviously play to win but there’s a real focus on fun,
creating memories, and building your skills. We participate
in lots of different sports and we usually do really well in those
competitions! Our Athletics and Swimming Carnivals are
massive and everyone gets involved.
If you’re an elite athlete, you can pursue your sport in the PE
Pathways and Sports Development programs. These programs
have supported me with strength training, recovery, and study
time, which has helped with all the training I do outside of school.
Physical Education also offers lots of opportunities to get active
and try new things, including classes like Outdoor Education,
Active Lifestyles, and Exercise Science.

Extension Programs
and Competitions
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The Sport Program

Programs such as the Science and Engineering Challenge,
Tournament of the Minds, RoboCup, ANU STEM Program,
ANU Titration Competition, National Mathematics and Science
Competitions, Philosothon, and Debating, among others, offer
opportunities for extension and for exploring new interests.

Camps and Retreats

Camps and retreats provide an invaluable opportunity for
students to associate with each other and with staff in an
informal learning environment. These activities also allow
students to further explore areas of their development such as
teamwork and personal faith. Years 7, 10, 11, and 12 typically
take part in camps/retreats. Some subject areas, such as
Physical Education and Performing Arts, also have camps for
their students for some units of learning.

Conferences and Seminars

Students are able to attend events to learn about or contribute
to a range of topics, such as: leadership, study skills, sustainability
and the environment, sport, careers, personal development,
teamwork, law, the arts, and science.

Leadership
Formal leadership opportunities exist for students
from Years 7 to 12 on the Student Representative
Council. Students participate in the leadership of
the College, Campus or one of the Houses. The SRC
oversees our outreach program that fundraises for
local and national charities and organises events for
students, including fundraisers, fashion parades and
Variety Night.

There’s so much going on at MacKillop in terms of sport, so just
get involved and have fun!”
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+Pastoral Care

Pastoral
Care
Pastoral Care: The
Support Network

Our pastoral structures provide quality learning experiences,
leadership and mentoring opportunities that are centred
on building relationships of trust and respect between all
members of our College community.

Structure

All students belong to a Pastoral Care Class and these
are organised by year group. Within each Year group all
Pastoral Care Classes are aligned with one of four Houses:
Mindygari, Gurabang, Meup Meup and Ngadyung.
Each Pastoral Care class meets together with their Pastoral
Care teacher every morning. Students have contact with
this teacher on a daily basis and develop strong rapport
with them over the course of the year. The Pastoral Care
teacher is concerned with the holistic wellbeing of each
student. The Pastoral Care teacher is the first point of
reference for students if they have any concerns and for
parents if they have enquiries of a general nature.
Pastoral Care Coordinators provide leadership and
direction to each year group and work closely with the
Pastoral Care teachers. They are available to assist with
any issues that students may experience and will work to
try and resolve such issues in a positive way.

Links between
Pastoral Program
The Pastoral Program at MacKillop is a key aspect of the
pastoral care and wellbeing of students. For Years 7-10, a
one-hour session is timetabled into each student’s program
in every two-week cycle. The content covers important
elements of welfare and the healthy development of
adolescents and young adults, complementing and
enriching the formal curriculum. Each term is dedicated
to a particular theme. The themes are: Study Skills
and Organisation, Safe Behaviours and Well-being,
Relationships, and Community Service/Leadership.

Quality Conduct

Quality conduct honours the dignity and needs of all
individuals in the community including students, staff and
parents. Restorative practices are followed at MacKillop,
which means we see each individual as being in a relationship
with every other person in our community. If something
goes wrong in a relationship we work to restore it. This
restorative approach to learning, managing behaviour and
resolving conflict educates and supports students through
building and maintaining quality learning relationships and
connectedness. Students learn and understand that rights
come with responsibilities and that poor decisions and
inappropriate behaviour have consequences.

Additional Programs

A number of programs are conducted for students that add
to the Pastoral dimension of St Mary MacKillop College.
These include Seasons for Growth, The Young Carers
Group, and the Drumbeat Program. Other specialised
programs are also run from time to time, in addition to
the extra-curricular life of the College, that support and
enhance the development and well-being of students with
their specific needs.
The College also provides counselling services to all
students and families. Qualified counsellors, employed by
CatholicCare, work within the school across both campuses
assisting students with a range of personal issues.
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Home and College
St Mary MacKillop College recognises that parents are the
primary educators of their children and we aim to work in
partnership with them.
A number of formal and informal opportunities exist
at St Mary MacKillop College to assist teachers and
parents to work together in the education and wellbeing
of their children. Parents are always welcome at College
and campus functions such as liturgies, assemblies and
information evenings. These occasions help provide
parents with a taste of the life of the College as well as
an opportunity to meet and speak with each other and
staff. This informal interaction is integral to the life of the
MacKillop community.
Formal communication between College and home is
important. Through publications such as newsletters, mailouts, and the College website, the College is able to inform
families of College news, upcoming events, important
information and relevant issues.
Parents are able to log into Canvas to keep up-to-date
with their son or daughter’s assignments and assessment
and the College uses Turnitin for assignment submission
and feedback.
Staff can be accessed easily via phone or email.
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Pastoral Care at St Mary MacKillop College is an important
aspect of the College. Every student is valued as a unique
individual. Pastoral Care encompasses a commitment to
the spiritual, physical, emotional and mental well-being
of all students. It underpins what happens in each class
and the interactions between all members of the College
community. Students are nurtured and supported within
a safe environment. Pastoral Care is critical in enhancing
academic outcomes, supporting students in their journey
through adolescence and assisting in their personal
development so that they may reach their full potential.

Formal progress interviews involving student, parents
and subject teachers are conducted in Terms 2 and 4.
Within this forum, student progress and related matters
are discussed in an atmosphere of collaboration. At the
end of each semester a formal report for each student
is prepared and emailed home. This report provides an
overview of student achievement and progress throughout
the semester.
The College Board is a key body in the administration of
the College. Its membership consists of staff and parent
representatives and feedback from Board meetings is
published in the College Newsletter.
St Mary MacKillop College is part of the wider Catholic
community within the Tuggeranong Valley. Parish Priests
are actively involved in the school and provide invaluable
support in the classroom, on retreats and in other aspects
of the sacramental life of the College.
To further support students, professional counsellors, a
Defence Force Transition Mentor, and Indigenous Contact
Teacher are available at both the Wanniassa and Isabella
Campuses. A Careers Advisor offers support to students
at Isabella.
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+Campuses

The

Padua: The Junior Campus

As people approach the Padua Campus in Wanniassa, they are greeted by the iconic dark blue entranceway and the
words, “Faith and Courage,” the College motto.
The Padua Campus, once the home of Padua High School, accommodates students in Years 7, 8, and 9. It is still
sometimes known informally as ‘The Wanniassa Campus’ or ‘The Junior Campus’.
As the oldest year group at Padua, Year 9 students are provided with the opportunity to play a significant role in the
leadership of the campus.

Facilities at Padua
To support the breadth of curriculum offered at the Padua Campus, an excellent range of facilities exist. These
include a state-of-the-art Information Resource Centre, the award-winning College Chapel, STEM teaching facility,
modern science laboratories, recently renovated music rooms, theatrette, gymnasium, newly refurbished kitchens,
technology workshops, art and textiles rooms, a weights room, basketball and tennis courts, and an oval.
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St Peter's: The Senior Campus

The first thing you’ll notice about the St Peter’s Campus in Isabella Plains is how open it is, with blocks of classrooms
linked by courtyards and external walkways. The open feel of the campus suits the older students – more freedom,
more trust, and more responsibility.
The St Peter’s Campus, formerly the home of St Peter’s College, accommodates students in Years 10, 11 and 12.
It is still sometimes known informally as ‘The Isabella Campus’ or ‘The Senior Campus’.
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Campuses

Facilities at St Peter’s
Specialist facilities on the St Peter's Campus include a brand new academic resource centre (with lecture theatre),
three commercial kitchens, textile and art rooms, new science laboratories, industrial technology workshops, a
STEM facility, gymnasium, strength and conditioning rooms, basketball courts, oval, drama and dance rooms,
music rooms with a recording studio, a newly-refurbished learning commons, and the Trades Training Centre.
The Trades Training Centre’s industrial kitchens and construction hangar allow students to work towards Vocational
Certificates in the fields of Hospitality and Construction while they complete their Senior Secondary Certificate.
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+Uniform

School
Uniform

Boys
JUNIOR BOYS’ SUMMER UNIFORM (Years 7-10)
•
Tailored mid-grey school shorts or trousers
•
White shirt
•
Teal jumper
•
Traditional, leather lace up, black, polishable school
shoes with non moulded heel and less than 2cm high
•
Black belt
•
Grey or black socks (if shorts are worn, socks must be
grey)
•
School cap/plain navy broad brimmed hat
•
Navy Kea jacket with College crest
•
College blazer (optional)

SENIOR BOYS’ SUMMER UNIFORM (Years 11&12)
•
Tailored mid-grey school shorts or trousers
•
Chambray shirt with College monogram
•
Teal jumper
•
Traditional, leather lace up, black, polishable
school shoes with non moulded heel and less than
2cm high
•
Black belt
•
Grey or black socks (if shorts are worn, socks
must be grey)
•
School cap/plain navy broad brimmed hat
•
Navy Kea jacket with College crest
•
College blazer (optional)

JUNIOR GIRLS’ SUMMER UNIFORM (Years 7-10)
•
Teal check summer dress or tailored navy slacks with
College monogram
•
White over-blouse with College monogram
•
Teal jumper
•
Traditional, leather lace up, black, polishable school
shoes with non moulded heel and less than 2cm high
•
Plain short white socks
•
School cap/plain navy broad brimmed hat
•
Navy Kea jacket with College crest
•
College blazer (optional)

SENIOR GIRLS’ SUMMER UNIFORM (Years 11&12)
•
Pleated tartan skirt or tailored navy slacks with
College monogram
•
White senior over-blouse with College monogram
•
Teal jumper
•
Traditional, leather lace up, black, polishable school
shoes with non moulded heel and less than 2cm high
•
Plain short white socks
•
School cap/plain navy broad brimmed hat
•
Navy Kea jacket with College crest
•
College blazer (optional)

JUNIOR BOYS’ WINTER UNIFORM (Years 7-10)
•
Tailored mid-grey trousers
•
White shirt
•
Teal jumper
•
Traditional, leather lace up, black, polishable school
shoes with non moulded heel and less than 2cm high
•
Junior school tie
•
Black belt
•
Grey or black socks
•
School cap/plain navy broad brimmed hat
•
Navy Kea jacket with College crest
•
College blazer (optional)

SENIOR BOYS’ WINTER UNIFORM (Years 11&12)
•
Tailored mid-grey trousers
•
Chambray shirt with College monogram
•
Teal jumper
•
Traditional, leather lace up, black, polishable school
shoes with non moulded heel and less than 2cm high
•
Senior school tie
•
Black belt
•
Grey or black socks
•
School cap/plain navy broad brimmed hat
•
Navy Kea jacket with College crest
•
College blazer (optional)

JUNIOR GIRLS’ WINTER UNIFORM (Years 7-10)
•
Pleated tartan winter skirt or tailored navy slacks with
College monogram
•
White over-blouse with College monogram
•
Teal jumper
•
Traditional, leather lace up, black, polishable school
shoes with non moulded heel and less than 2cm high
•
Teal kerchief
•
Opaque navy tights (optional)
•
Plain short white socks
•
School cap/plain navy broad brimmed hat
•
Navy Kea jacket with College crest
•
College blazer (optional)

SENIOR GIRLS’ WINTER UNIFORM (Years 11&12)
•
Pleated tartan skirt or tailored navy slacks with
College monogram
•
White senior over-blouse with College monogram
•
Teal jumper
•
Traditional, leather lace up, black, polishable school
shoes with non moulded heel and less than 2cm high
•
Teal kerchief
•
Opaque navy tights (optional)
•
Plain short white socks
•
School cap/plain navy broad brimmed hat
•
Navy Kea jacket with College crest
•
College blazer (optional)

SPORTS/PE UNIFORM
•
Navy shorts/track pants with College monogram
•
Navy sports polo with teal/white stripes
•
Navy track jacket (winter) with College monogram
•
White sports socks
•
Lace up tennis shoes or joggers
•
Navy school cap/plain navy broad brimmed hat
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Girls

SPORTS/PE UNIFORM
•
Navy shorts/track pants with College monogram
•
Navy sports polo with teal/white stripes
•
Navy track jacket (winter) with College monogram
•
White sports socks
•
Lace up tennis shoes or joggers
•
Navy school cap/plain navy broad brimmed hat
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+The MacKillop Experience

“

A smooth transition to high school

Georgie Lynch • Year 7, 2022

“Before starting Year 7, I was mainly worried about
making new friends. I thought people would already
have their own friendship groups by the time they
got to high school, but I actually found that everyone
wanted to meet new people, so I've made lots of new
friends at MacKillop. I also expected that I’d get
lost in between classes, but all the teachers helped
us figure out where our classrooms were and how to
move around the campus. So the transition to high
school went pretty well!
Now that I've been here for half a term, my favourite
things about MacKillop so far are the teachers,
meeting new people, and all the different subjects.
I really like Science, Cooking, and Performing Arts,
and I’m excited to try Textiles and Woodwork next.
My advice to new students is to not worry too much –
everyone is in a similar situation and all the teachers
are there to help.”

97.5%

of parents agree that MacKillop
is good at celebrating student
achievements.

95%

of the Class of 2021 said their
teachers did their best to make their
experience as positive as possible.
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97%

of students from the Class of
2021 said they enjoyed being
at school during their time at
MacKillop.

98%

of Year 7 students said their
teachers care about them and
encourage them.

There are many reasons thousands
of students have chosen MacKillop
for their high school experience.
Here are seven of the
very best.

Co-education

Great teaching

A school can be no greater than its teachers, and
MacKillop prides itself on employing the very best. With
teachers committed to engaging, challenging, and
encouraging each and every student to develop their
love for learning, it’s no wonder the students often say
that MacKillop’s strength is truly found in its talented
staff.

A safe environment

Learning is a lifelong experience, and co-education is
normal, healthy, and the way life-long learning occurs.
At MacKillop, boys and girls learn together, promoting
a mutual respect for gender difference, cohesive
intellectual energy, and a learning community that best
reflects the society our students belong to and are being
prepared to one day lead.

MacKillop is a large school but its population is spread
across two campuses, meaning class sizes remain small.
The College's Pastoral Care program promotes an open
school that is welcoming, respectful of difference, and
where students can speak openly about their concerns
and where they can expect that they will be helped.
There’s an energy at MacKillop that is fun and safe!

Opportunities

Achievement

Each student at MacKillop has the opportunity to
become anybody they want to be – it’s our job to give
them the best platform for that. MacKillop students
are provided with an extensive range of courses and
co-curricular programs, meaning future and current
students have more opportunities than ever before.
There’s something for everyone at MacKillop!

Whether you want academic, sporting, career, or
cultural achievement, MacKillop is the place to be.
Students come to MacKillop with many different
talents and dreams, which our teachers seek to nurture
and encourage. MacKillop’s achievements in cultural,
sporting, and academic life serve as a source of pride to
the student body and the wider community.

The Catholic school

Love + Respect
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The MacKillop feedback from
Experience students and parents

Why
MacKillop?

98%

of Year 7 students said they are
excited by the opportunities ahead
of them at MacKillop.

96%

Mary MacKillop dedicated her life to educating all kinds
of students – those on the margins, indigenous students,
and people from many different cultural and religious
backgrounds – and her work continues at our school.
We are not perfect at MacKillop but we endeavour to
be just, loving, faithful, inclusive of all, and joyful in each
other’s company. MacKillop is a Catholic school for all!

MacKillop students love their school (and the feeling’s
mutual, really). When MacKillop bids farewell to its
Year 12 cohort, they leave knowing they were deeply
loved and respected by their teachers and friends. They
become young women and men who proceed to tertiary
studies or the workplace with confidence, possessing
initiative and the ability to make informed decisions.

of parents say they can easily
contact their child's teachers.
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Student Experiences

Rohan McDonough
College Captain

Diane Sijo
Year 7, 2022

Cooper Aiken
Year 7, 2022

Tadiwanashe Zvidza
Year 12, 2022

Neika Henson
Faith & Community Captain

Josh Haynes
Comms & Connections Captain

Q: Why should I choose MacKillop for
Years 7-12?
“I had a lot of choice when it came
to high schools but I'm happy I chose
MacKillop and I would definitely
recommend it to others. I like that it’s
co-ed, there’s such a wide range of
subjects, we have a vibrant community
where there’s so many people to meet,
the teachers are helpful and supportive,
and there's lots of opportunities. As
they often say, there really is something
for everyone here.”

Q: Were you nervous about starting
high school?
“I was really nervous to start high
school because I came to MacKillop
knowing only one person from my
previous school and I thought everyone
would stick to their friendship groups
from primary school. I was scared
about fitting in and finding new
friends, but making friends was easy,
actually. The start to high school was
easier than I expected because the
teachers were a big help.”

Q: Can you tell me a little about
I-Hum (Integrated Humanities)?
“I-Hum, or Integrated Humanities, is a
subject that includes HASS, RE, and
English, and it’s a great way for Year 7
students to get familiar with a teacher
and a group of students. It has helped
me to settle in because you’re not
moving around so much and I’ve been
able to meet lots of new people and
make new friends. My I-Hum teacher
is very energetic and she keeps our
whole class engaged in the lesson.”

Q: What is the community like at
MacKillop?
“The school community is one of the
best aspects of being a student at
MacKillop. It's a really inclusive and
dynamic environment and everyone
is there for each other. We have
a friendly, happy, and welcoming
atmosphere. Our whole-school events,
when all year groups come together,
are awesome – they’re fun, people get
involved, and there’s always a good
energy and atmosphere.”

Q: What if I’m not Catholic? Will I
be welcome?
“Of course you'll be welcome!
MacKillop is a school for everyone
and we’re welcoming of people from
all walks of life. Sure, we’re a Catholic
school, but this is a community for
everybody, whether you’re religious
or not. We follow the values of our
patron saint, Mary MacKillop – we’re
encouraged to be generous, inclusive,
welcoming, and to help those less
fortunate than us.”

Q: What kind of relationships do you
have with your teachers?
“The teachers at MacKillop are
supportive and easy to approach and
talk to. They’re super fun to be around
and really helpful. During your time
here, you'll build strong relationships
with your teachers and they'll get to
know you really well, including the
way you learn and how to support
you. My advice would be to use these
relationships to your advantage so
they can help you achieve your best.”

Ethan Caffery Caragh
Year 8, 2022

Millie Terracini
Year 9, 2022

Kristelle McGowan
Year 11, 2022

Kira Tawton
Class of 2021

Sam Robinson
Class of 2021

Lilly Vassallo
Class of 2021

Q: How tough is the homework and
assignment load?
“You will get homework in Year 7 but
I wouldn’t worry too much about it –
it wasn’t as daunting as I expected it
would be! You will be eased into it and
all you will need to do is manage your
time. The homework and assignments
you get can depend on the classes you
take. If you need help with homwork,
we have Homework Club after school
where teachers can provide assistance
or if you would prefer to get your work
done before going home.”

Q: What are your classes like?
“We have a huge range of classes at
MacKillop! When you start in Year
7, you’ll get to try lots of different
subjects and as you get older you'll
have more choice and control over
what you study. My favourite subjects
are English and Art, but you can also
do things like Woodwork, Science,
STEM, Game Design, Food, Textiles,
Performing Arts, PE, and more!
We have supportive teachers and
amazing facilities to help with our
learning experience.”

Q: Lots of people go to MacKillop. Is
MacKillop too big?
“It might be a shock to see so many
people in your year group on the
first day, but I have never really felt
that MacKillop was too big. We still
have normal class sizes, and because
there are two campuses, there's
lots of space. The benefit to being a
bigger school is that there are lots of
people to meet with a diverse range of
interests, lots of opportunities, and a
wide choice of subjects.”

Q: Is there bullying at MacKillop?
How is it handled?
“At MacKillop, it’s pretty rare that you
see bullying, but if you do witness or
experience it, students are encouraged
to speak up and report it. The staff
treat bullying seriously and deal with
it immediately. The school is very
proactive about dealing with bullying,
by providing students with educational
programs, the pastoral care support
network, and a welcoming and positive
community culture.”

Q: What if I’m good at sport or have
a particular talent?
“If you’re good at sport or performing
arts, MacKillop has programs like
PE Pathways/Sports Development,
PCoPA, and our music and
instrument programs. The teachers
are supportive and have expertise
in those fields. We have subjects,
programs, clubs, competitions, and
other extra-curricular activities that
allow students to find their interests
and pursue and nurture their talents.”

Q: Do academically gifted students
do well at MacKillop?
“My year group had some awesome
Year 12 results – but that kind of
success is pretty typical of MacKillop
to be honest! The College has a strong
culture of academic achievement as
well as amazing teachers, extension
programs, tutorials, and academic
workshops, which helped us to achieve
our best and to open up opportunities
at university and beyond. If you’re a
high achiever, MacKillop is a great
place to be!”
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Ask our

Where can MacKillop

Principal

take you?

frequently Asked Questions

Q: Will there be a place for my child?
A: While MacKillop would love to accept every
applicant, the College is directed by Catholic
Education to strictly adhere to the Cathollic
Education Commission’s Enrolment Protocols.
Although people wanting a place at MacKillop are
strongly urged to submit an application, and the
College has recently made offers to students of all
priorities, it is wise when applying for any Catholic
Secondary School to nominate a second school of
choice. MacKillop occasionally has waiting lists for
Year 7, so we urge every family interested in joining
the College to get their applications in before the end
of the Enrolment Period.
Q: What projects does the College have in plan for
the near future?
A: In recent years, MacKillop has completed several
projects that have enhanced the resources at the
College’s disposal. These include the Academic
Resource Centre (with a cafeteria and lecture hall),
STEM teaching facility, Trades Training Centre, the
refurbishment of the Libraries at both campuses,
a brand new Science building at Isabella, and new
Science classrooms at Wanniassa. In 2020, the
Padua Campus Theatre was upgraded and the
administration building at the St Peter’s Campus
was renovated.
The College now has plans for a Performing Arts
facility at the St Peter’s Campus and improved PE
spaces on both campuses. None of these projects
should cause any disruption to teaching and learning
at MacKillop.
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Q: How will I be included in my child’s education?
A: Parents are listened to at MacKillop! Of course
we have regular academic and pastoral reporting,
information evenings, a College Board with strong
parent representation, open assemblies, welcoming
liturgies, newsletters, learning tools, and websites,
which are all available to parents. A parent can
expect to be able to meet with and talk to their child’s
teachers, have phone calls promptly returned, emails
responded to, interviews arranged, and to have their
questions, hopes, concerns, and anxieties listened to
and acted upon. At MacKillop, we recognise parents
as the first and best teachers of your children.
Q: How will the faith life of MacKillop benefit my
child?
A: The faith tradition of your family will be respected
and honoured. MacKillop respects the contribution
each student, teacher, and their families can make
to building an inclusive, welcoming faith life that
promotes the life, teaching, and example of Jesus
Christ and the Church He gave us. At the heart of
a MacKillop education is the idea of a loving God;
the trust, affection, consideration, and sacrifice we
show each other are some signs of the presence of
the Kingdom of God in all of us.
Q: What does the school do about bullying?
A: Sadly, bullying is found everywhere in society and
MacKillop students can experience it in sporting
teams and local clubs, part-time employment, in the
world of cyber and analog relationships, and at school.
At MacKillop, bullying is approached in a forthright
and open manner; we talk about what bullying
is, help students identify bullying, work to build a
culture where it is safe to tell and challenge, provide
counselling support, communicate with parents, and
include restorative practices, which are aimed to
build a climate of trust, respect for difference, and
inclusion. Bullying is not typical of the MacKillop
experience but we don’t pretend that it doesn’t exist.
Were parents to detect incidents of their child being
bullied, they are warmly encouraged to approach the
school immediately and with confidence.

Chelsea,
Graphic Artist

Lewis,
Builder

Tara,
Cancer/Genetics Researcher

Reece,
Chef

Lewis,
Journalist

Gabby,
Brumbies/Wallaroos Player

Kofi,
ARIA Award Winner

Charly,
Fashion Designer

Yvette,
Dentist

Bwalya,
Lawyer

Danielle,
Marketing Specialist

Tyler,
Pilot

Ismail,
Small Business Owner

Naomi,
Psychologist

Leo,
Photographer/
Videographer

Sophie,
Teacher
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Q: Will my child be welcome?
A: MacKillop celebrates the fact that we offer more
places in Year 7 than any other secondary school
in Canberra. Around forty per cent of our students
belong to a faith tradition other than Catholic, over
30 primary schools are represented at MacKillop,
and our low fee structure and significant financial
support of families means that we are a genuinely
inclusive community.

Our Alumni

These recent graduates have gone on to pursue a wide range of
different pathways since graduating from MacKillop. While their
skills and achievements are their own, they were able to build solid
foundations for their careers during their time at the College.
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Contact Us
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Director of Student Wellbeing							Ms Jackie Bryant
Teaching & Learning Coordinator						Mrs Lisa Buckland
St Peter’s Campus, Isabella Plains (Years 10 - 12)
Campus Head/Deputy Principal						Mr Lachlan McNicol
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